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ability to make good in the school world—have their
origin in their temperaments, sense equipment, native pro-
pensities or instincts—and native intelligence. Hence it
is with these innate qualities that we must begin our study.
temperament
Here we have an example of an hypothesis formulated
by psychologists to bring order into the chaos of observed
fact—the variability of individuals' reactions to environ-
ment. But the psychologist would distinguish carefully
between native and acquired reactions; thus a child may
respond quickly to a stimulus because he is naturally
quick, when we could say he was temperamentally quick,
or because he had developed such a fund of interest in
that side of life that he was quick almost in spite of his
temperament. Again people who seem lethargic in the
ordinary affairs of life may show nimble characteristics
in their own laboratories.
Hence the study of temperament is most difficult and
liable to many errors unless it can be made on young
children when the tentative use of a classification may be
helpful. But people can't be classified like triangles, and
teachers must not assume their judgement is necessarily
right, or that the child will necessarily react to a given
stimulus in a given way even if his temperament has been
correctly diagnosed. Thus ex hypoihesi an isosceles triangle
has equal angles at its base, but ex hypothesi a lethargic
child is not always lethargic—some more potent factor
may for the time being overcome his lethargy. Psycholo-
gists can, however, remind us that some people are
born more excitable than others and that, in the long
run and on the whole, they will show this characteris-
tic in their acts; educators must take this fact into
account.
During the last few years much work has been done on
temperament and almost yearly physiologists give us further

